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William Peers

For people familiar with my work this series of carvings may come as a surprise
for I have made a complete change from abstract carving to figurative. They are,
without question, a reaction to the pandemic which has affected us all in one way
or another. The need to acknowledge the change which settled on the world, took
a little while to manifest itself with me, but when it came, it came with a rush.
[ think the carving of heads at this time has felt like the right thing to do. To be
apposite. It feels as if our species itself is being threatened, tested and challenged

by the virus in a way that has brought us, literally to a standstill. What better

way for me than to turn my attention inwards. Never in my lifetime has there
been such a moment in which to reflect on the way forward. The months carving
these heads have been months spent thinking not only about the carving but about
this perhaps ultimate challenge, of how we on this earth might move forward
together. The sculptures themselves, at least for me, have taken on these thoughts
and, as happens with carving, begun to absorb or inhabit them. I should make

clear that I have not set out to carve a likeness of anyone; these heads are in a
way, abstract. I assemble the parts and try and make them fit together in a way

that I like. It is only when I stand back that I see someone. Someone new, or

old. Who is it, this person that has grown from my subconscious? Nobody, or
perhaps everybody? I realise that for me they seem timeless and take me back

to the beginning of time. They could be from any era and the race seems to be
unclear and shifting and even the sex is ambiguous. I am also conscious that 1

am creating a statue, albeit a statue of no one in particular, in a time when the
very existence of statues is in question. I think of them to be closer to the tombs
of the unknown soldiers which have always been more poignant to me than the
generals on columns. Although these have been my musings whilst carving this

series, many people will just see a head, which is fine.

William Peers






Origin VI, work in progress
March 2021
Portuguese Marble, 98 cm (h) x 64 cm (w) x 70 cm (d), 525 kg
To be installed in Grosvenor Square, 1 June — 2 July
as part of the Mayfair Sculpture Trail 2021
Photo ©Sacha Peers
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Portuguese Mariale,_57ém (h) x 35cm (w) x 43cm (d), 108 kg




Origin 11, ° . -
Portuguese Marble, 55 cm (h) x 36 cm (w) x 43 cm (d), 108 kg
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